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INTRODUCTION
This report has been compiled in accordance with the requirements of The Collective Management of Copyright (EU Directive) Regulations (2016) (the Directive). Its objective is to 
provide a clear overview of the structure, management and activities of Directors UK Limited during its financial year ended 28th February 2025, in compliance with these 
regulations. Further information about Directors UK including the Annual Report, Financial Statements and Directors’ Report for the financial year 2024/25 is also available on our 
website: https://www.directors.uk.com/about/governance

LEGAL AND GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE

Directors UK Limited is a private company owned by its members, limited by guarantee, and run on a not-for-profit basis. It is the professional association which represents British 
film and television directors. It performs both the role of a collecting society and of a representative body and currently has over 8,650 registered Rightsholders, of which 567 are 
Associate members. 

Directors UK Limited is governed by an elected Board of Directors.

Elections are held every three years to appoint directors to the Directors UK Limited Board. The nomination and election procedures and criteria (including members’ voting 
rights) are set out in the company’s Articles of Association and summarised at https://www.directors.uk.com/about/governance. The Election Regulations can also be found at 
this location.

The company has no subsidiaries and does not control any other entities. 

COLLECTING AND DISTRIBUTION ACTIVITIES

Directors UK collects and distributes money due to the principal directors of film or television programmes for the secondary exploitation of their work. Payments are collected 
from UK broadcasters and producers and from overseas collecting societies.

The general policies on distribution and investment of rights revenue are set by the Board and approved by the members. Full details are available on our website: 
https://www.directors.uk.com/distribution/distribution

In order to receive distribution payments, Rightsholders must be registered with Directors UK as full or distribution‐only members. The company offers three levels of 
membership:
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• Full membership ‐ open to directors with a principal director credit on a broadcast UK television programme or commercially distributed and screened feature film. Full 
members pay an annual subscription and are permanently registered on our distribution schemes for any potential payments. They also become contributing members 
with access to all our member benefits and services.

• Distribution‐only membership ‐ for those with a principal director credit on a broadcast UK television programme, or commercially distributed and screened feature film (as 
above). These members choose to pay a one‐off registration fee to become permanently registered for payments through our distribution schemes. They pay no annual 
subscription but don’t have access to any of our other member benefits or services.

• Associate membership ‐ open to those with professional audio‐visual director credits that are not currently covered by our distribution schemes. Associate members pay an 
annual subscription to become a contributing member with access to a range of member benefits and services.

UK Distribution Scheme

Under the terms of its Rights Agreement with broadcasters and producers, Directors UK receives annual payments to compensate for rights assigned by directors under individual 
contracts and distributes the funds to individual directors according to the UK Distribution Scheme which is devised and administered by Directors UK.

Payments are allocated under the terms of the UK Distribution Scheme. This takes account of the type of work, transmission length and form of secondary exploitation (e.g. 
repeat transmissions, sales, DVD releases etc.)

 https://www.directors.uk.com/about/governance.
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International Collections

Throughout the European Union (and in several other countries) film and television directors are legally recognised as being authors of their work. This right of authorship may give 
directors an entitlement to receive payment for certain uses of their work.

These payments are administered through the international network of authors’ collecting societies. Directors UK has concluded agreements with collecting societies in twenty-
eight countries, and receives payments due under national legislations for the re‐use of work.

The principal type of use categories under which royalties are paid by International collecting societies are as follows: ‐

‐ Private copying, cable retransmission, video rental and online;
‐ Television, Cinema & Public Performance;
‐ Educational recording.

The company does not collect royalties on behalf of overseas Rightsholders and has not paid any revenues to International societies other than to pay sums due to members of 
those CMOs which were originally sent to Directors UK Limited in error.

To be paid any amounts due to them, the director (Rightsholder) must be registered with either Directors UK or with a sister Collective Management Organisation (CMO) 
representing directors.

In accordance with the Directive, any money allocated to non‐registered Rightsholders and not claimed within three years of allocation will be declared as non‐ distributable. 
During the three year period, Directors UK will take all necessary measures to track down the Rightsholder. If a director becomes a member of Directors UK (or a sister CMO) 
after the three‐year time limit, they may still be able to recover payments from Directors UK under the provisions of governing law at that time.

Payments that have been declared as non‐distributable will be available for reallocation in accordance with the Directors UK non‐distributable policy (further detail is available on 
our website at: https://www.directors.uk.com/distribution/distribution‐policy#foreign‐collections which is approved, together with the General Rules of Distribution (further 
detail is available on our website at: https://www.directors.uk.com/distribution/distribution , at the Directors UK General Assembly of Members.
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At 28th February 2025, an amount of £666,578 of International Funds held on behalf of Rightsholders has been declared as non‐distributable. This fund is 

available for release to offset costs of activities which benefit all member Rightsholders, in accordance with the approved policy on non‐distributable amounts.

DISTRIBUTIONS TIMETABLE
Initial distribution of payments of UK royalties collected during each year are made no later than nine months after the end of the reporting year. Royalty amounts collected from 
International CMOs are normally distributed within six months of receipt.

The annual timetable of distributions is as follows:

• April / May ‐ International payments received from various overseas collecting societies.
• July ‐ Supplementary UK payments covering secondary use in earlier years and educational recordings royalties received during the previous year.
• September / October ‐ International payments received from various overseas collecting societies.
• December / January ‐ Main UK distribution.

Smaller distributions are made approximately every six to eight weeks for new members. 
In some cases, the allocation and distribution of certain international sourced payments is delayed beyond six months after receipt for objective reasons such as the absence of 
sufficient reporting by the overseas society which has submitted the revenue on the works, the authors and/or the uses.

MANAGEMENT FEES AND OTHER DEDUCTIONS

Management fees are deducted from each payment issued for the following rights categories:

• UK Rights agreement – 13.75%
• Educational recordings (UK) – 13.75%
• International distributions – 15%

No other charges or commissions are deducted from distributions to Rightsholders.

Apart from the management fees described above, Directors UK Limited has made no deductions for the purposes of social, cultural and educational services in 2024/25.

Interest income arising from the investment of Rightsholders’ funds is used to partially cover the operating expenses of Directors UK
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OTHER ACTIVITIES

In addition to its collecting and distribution activities, Directors UK acts as the principle representative organisation for film and television directors and directing to Government 
in the UK and in Europe, to broadcasters, to regulators, to other industry bodies and to the media. It acts as a campaigning body for directors on current issues and topics. The 
Company also undertakes training and mentoring initiatives on behalf of full and associate members.
The cost of any such services provided to members is funded out of management fees, membership subscriptions, interest income arising from members’ funds invested and 
match funding provided by partner organisations. The non‐distributable reserve (described on page 4) is also available to fund such services, which benefit all member 
Rightsholders.

MEMBERSHIP OF OTHER BODIES
During this financial period, Directors UK has also been a member of or affiliated to the following bodies:

• Alliance for Intellectual Property
• Audio Visual Licensing Alliance (AVLA), and has a seat on its board
• British Copyright Council (BCC)
• British Screen Forum
• Creative UK
• Creators’ Rights All iance (CRA)
• Directors Charitable Foundation (DCF)
• Educational Recording Agency (ERA), and has a seat on its board
• Federation of European Film Directors (FERA)
• International Confederation of Societies of Authors and Composers (CISAC)
• Joint Advisory Committee for Entertainment (JACE)
• Society of Audio‐Visual Authors (SAA)
• The Directors and Producers Forum
• UK Coalition for Cultural Diversity (UKCCD)
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND ANNUAL REPORT

A summary of income and expenditures during the financial year ended 28th 
February 2025, split between Rights Management and Other Activities, is set out 
here. The turnover and operating income comprise the resources used to cover 
the total operating costs of the company.
The balance sheet, statement of assets and liabilities, and full income and 
expenditure account for the financial year are contained in the Audited Financial 
Statements and Directors’ Report which can be found on our website: 
https://www.directors.uk.com/about/governance.

Appendix 1 to this report provides further detail on operating expenses by cost 
type, allocated between Rights Management and Other Activities based on relevant 
employee headcount. Operating expenses are not allocated between different 
sub‐categories of rights management or by type of use as our internal departments 
operate as a single unit and any such allocation would be entirely artificial.

REPORT ON ACTIVITIES DURING THE FINANCIAL YEAR

Full detail on our activities during the year can be found under the Annual Review 
section in Annual Report and Accounts which can be found on our website at: 
https://www.directors.uk.com/about/governance
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION ON AMOUNTS DUE TO RIGHTSHOLDERS

 https://www.directors.uk.com/about/governance.
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION ON AMOUNTS DUE TO RIGHTSHOLDERS

 https://www.directors.uk.com/about/governance.
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PAYMENTS TO AND REMUNERATION OF BOARD DIRECTORS

 https://www.directors.uk.com/about/governance.
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Appendix 1 – Operating expenses detail

 https://www.directors.uk.com/about/governance.
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