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Inspiring your Vision.

   

   

“The ALEXA Mini is the perfect camera for drone
aerials, it’s cleverly designed, intuitive to operate and 
allows us to create beautiful images in the air that 
match seamlessly with the ARRI cameras on the ground.”

         The Helicopter Girls
And Then There Were None (BBC); Mission Impossible 5 (Paramount);

McDonalds: We Are Awake (Tantrum), Detectorists (BBC)

“The ALEXA provides a canvas that gives you total 
creative confi dence to use di  erent optics for di  erent 
projects, safe in the knowledge that the core quality 
is already outstanding.”

       Cinematographer John Conroy, ISC
Penny Dreadful (S-2+3), Jamestown, The Tunnel (S-2),

Fortitude, Broadchurch (S-2), Luther (S-3+4), The Smoke,
The Sea, Parked, Upstairs Downstairs, Silent Witness

   

“Quite simply, the ARRI AMIRA is the best 
documentary camera I have had on my shoulder 
in over 20 years.”

         Cinematographer Neil Harvey
(One Direction: Where We Are Tour; Fullwell73)

www.arri.com

www.arri.com/alexamini

www.arri.com/amira

www.arri.com/alexa

“Most of my documentary work is about capturing 
human emotion in the moment. No retakes, no second 
chances. With perfect ergonomics, killer sensor, and 
simple functionality, my AMIRA gives me complete 
confi dence and control.”

      Cinematographer Johann Perry
David Beckham: For the Love of the Game; Stephen Fry: Out There;

JK Rowling: Who Do You Think You Are; Till Death Do Us Part



creativeskillset.org
@SkillsetTV
#HETV 

Creative Skillset’s 
High End TV Council 
congratulates Directors UK
on its 25th Anniversary…

Keep up with opportunities by signing up for our newsletter at 
www.creativeskillset.org/newsletter

...and all the 
participants of our 
director training 
programmes with 
Directors UK and BBC 
Writersroom, supported 
by funds from the 
High End TV Levy - 
 developing world-class 
     TV drama skills.



Message from Directors UK Chair  
Steve Smith

Hello and welcome  
to the fourth annual 
Directors’ Festival! 

As the new Chair  
of Directors UK, I am 
extremely pleased to  
be able to welcome you 
all to this year’s Festival. 

It’s such an honour and privilege to be taking over 
as Chair from the talented Beryl Richards – who 
has stepped down after serving two and a half 
years in the post, having reached the maximum 
term of six years on the Board. Beryl has done 
incredible work over the years and she will be  
a tough act to follow. Whilst I know Beryl will 
continue to be actively involved with Directors UK,  
I hope you will join me in thanking her for her years 
of dedication to the Board, and wish her all the 
best for the future.

This will be my first Directors’ Festival as Chair,  
but my fourth as a Board member, and each year 
this event has always been the highlight of the 
Directors UK social and events calendar. If you 
have never attended the event before, you are  
in for a real treat. The Festival is an exclusive 
members-only one-day event dedicated to the craft 
of directing, celebrating the work we do with a 
community of directors, colleagues and friends, 
packed with knowledge and ideas to help develop 
your craft. Today’s sessions include exclusive Q&As, 
panel discussions, networking opportunities, tips 
and techniques from some of the UK’s most 
respected practitioners to stimulate and inspire you. 
Whether you direct factual, animation or features, 
and regardless of your background and 
experience, there is something here for everyone. 
This year we are lucky enough to have a range  
of established industry influencers and new  
talent participating in our events. Legendary 
documentary director and producer Roger Graef 
will be our keynote speaker, sharing insight into his 
work and life as a factual director. We’ll also be 

joined by feature film director, Simon West, who 
will be closing the day and take us through his 
incredible career. Dougal Shaw will enlighten us on
the perks and pitfalls of filming on mobile phones; 
We will hear from embedded directors who have
lived and worked in some of the world’s harshest
and most hostile environments; We will find out 
how to successfully plan and address any issues in 
pre-production for a low-budget film; How to
successfully work with – and direct – actors; What it
is like to work in high end drama; And hear tips on 
how to gain political access for documentaries. 

This year, we are also celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of Directors UK – we have grown 
considerably since we began in 1992, as a 
collecting and distribution society. If you’re curious 
to find out just how different things were back then, 
one session this afternoon will look back at what 
the film and TV industry was like in the 90s. With 
years of experience between them, our panel will 
discuss how much directing has changed over the 
last two decades and if we really are better off with 
the advances in technology.  

In my next few years as Chair, I hope to continue 
the great work of the previous years, championing 
directors and our work, lobbying for a better 
working environment and conditions, driving 
campaigns that challenge and encourage  
change for all, and building a strong united 
directing community to ensure our voices are  
heard and needs are met. 

If we haven’t had the chance to meet yet, please  
do come over and say hello.

Today is a day of celebration. I hope the sessions 
and conversations you have will be ones of  
great value.

Have a fantastic day!



Hi - this is a scan of my signature that Victoria wanted for some thank you letters.

Steve
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Message from Directors UK CEO  
Andrew Chowns

Welcome to the 
2017 Directors’  
Festival, a celebration  
of the craft of directing 
and directors. This  
year, we are also 
celebrating the  
25th anniversary  
of Directors UK.

We’ve come a long way since our early beginnings 
as a collecting society with 2,000 members.  
25 years on we are proud to be the professional 
association for directors representing over 6,500 
members. Over that time our UK distributions have 
grown from zero to over £13million each year  
and we have expanded the range of services  
and support we offer to include events, career 
development and training, legal advice,  
industrial relations and campaigning.  

Most of the time we are focussed on the nuts and 
bolts of Directors UK – managing your distributions 
and delivering these services to support you as 
freelance directors in your working lives. What’s  
so great about the Directors’ Festival is that it’s a 
chance for us all to come together and simply 
celebrate the work and creativity of our  
talented directors.  

We look forward to many more years championing 
and supporting you, and I encourage you all to 
participate and become more involved in the work 
we do. Please take advantage of the events and 
services available to you. 

Our strength is in numbers and together we will 
continue to shape the industry for the better.  Whilst 
we celebrate our past 25 years we are also looking 
firmly to the future and how we can improve your 
rights in an ever-changing digital world. 

Our new Board members have been elected, and 
many are here today. The Directors UK team are 
also on hand – we all look forward to meeting you. 

We really hope you have a great day – this event  
is here for you all to enjoy and to inspire. 
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History of Directors UK

1992
Directors UK’s origins began with the formation of the 
Directors and Producers Rights Society (DPRS). Originally 
part of the Directors Guild of Great Britain (DGGB), for the 
purpose of collecting payments due to directors under 
European legislation. In 1992, DPRS split off from the DGGB 
to become a separate organisation, collecting and  
distributing payments for directors.  

2007
Directors UK formally  
came into being at 
the AGM in 
November 2007. 

2010
Andrew Chowns is 
appointed as the  
new Chief Executive 
of  Directors UK.

2011
Directors UK launched its new Membership 
Scheme; open to all directors whether or not they 
have works that are eligible to receive  payments 
from the collecting society. A range of services and 
benefits are available to members, including events, 
discounts, legal advice, and a new website.

2006
The Century Group was formed by a group of leading  
film and television directors concerned about the challenges 
facing the industry and the need to improve working 
conditions, status and pay for directors in the UK. They met 
with the DGGB, DPRS, BECTU and DGA (Directors Guild of 
America) who all agreed that UK screen directors would be 
better represented by a single organisation and that the 
DPRS offered the best foundation on which to develop this. 
Over the next two years The Century Group worked with  
the Board of DPRS to develop what was to become 
Directors UK.

1999 – 2000
DPRS developed the idea of negotiating a  
lump sum residual payment for directors, 
collaborating with the DGGB and BECTU. Led by its 
Chair Piers Haggard and CEO Suzan Dormer, they 
campaigned for directors to assign all their ‘rights 
to secondary use’ to DPRS to use as a bargaining 
tool with the broadcasters. After a stand-off, an 
agreement was secured with the major UK TV 
production companies and broadcasters.

1996
For the first time in UK law a director became  
an owner of copyright, when an amendment was 
made to the 1988 Copyright, Designs and Patents 
Act to make “the principal director of a film an 
author for copyright purposes”. This gave directors 
a legal case for UK residual payments.

2006
Renegotiation of the 2nd UK 
Rights Agreement, resulting in 
a 5-year deal with a lump 
sum of £13million.

2008
Directors UK was launched 
publicly in June 2008, with 
Paul Greengrass as its 
President and Charles 
Sturridge as its Chair.

2001
The 2001 UK Rights Agreement came into force with  
a 5-year deal for a lump sum payment of £6million.  

We are the professional association for screen directors in the UK, working to ensure  
that directors and their work are recognised at every level. But where did it all begin?



2012
After several years of negotiation, Directors UK 
announced a Creative Rights Partnership with 
the BBC to set out best practice employment 
standards for freelance TV factual and drama 
directors working for the BBC.

2014
First ever Directors’ Festival 
is held with a range of panel 
sessions, Q&A’s and 
exclusive preview screenings 
from the UK’s leading 
directors working in film  
and television.

THE FUTURE
Directors UK is now looking to the future and at the AGM in June 2017 members voted in favour of a project exploring the 
future of your rights and a new model of rights management based on collective licensing — to ensure the value of your 
work is protected in a developing media landscape. We look forward to bringing you a more detailed proposal which we 
believe will provide you as directors with even greater security, power and reward as copyright holders.

2011
Renegotiation of  
the 3rd UK Rights 
Agreement, resulting in 
a 3-year deal with a 
lump sum of £20.5m.

2014
Directors UK published its first 
data report looking at gender 
inequality among television 
directors – establishing itself as  
a campaigning organisation; 
working for fair remuneration, 
recognition and rights for 
directors and equal opportunities 
for all.

2015
Directors UK launched a report on 
diversity in UK television production to 
find out just how many BAME (black,  
Asian and minority ethnic) directors 
were working in the industry. Directors 
UK campaigned for fairer and equal 
opportunity for under-represented 
and under-employed talent both on 
and off-screen.

2015
Negotiated a ‘Locked box’ deal 
for UK film directors, writers and 
producers to share the BFI’s 
‘Locked Box’ recoupment, to be 
used for film development and 
production.

2015
Launch of the DCF 
(Directors Charitable 
Foundation) a charity 
dedicated to supporting 
directors in TV, film and 
theatre, established by 
Directors UK, the Directors 
Guild Trust,  and Stage 
Directors UK. The DCF aims 
to celebrate the art and 
craft of directing in all 
media, and to support 
directors in need.

2015
Expanded our Members  
Services and Training & Career 
Development programme  
and team.

2016
Directors UK commissioned the study ‘Cut Out Of The Picture’ to 
explore factors affecting women film directors. Our recommendations 
called on the industry to act together to tackle the issue of gender 
inequality, and resulted in unprecedented level of media coverage, 
establishing ourselves as the leading campaigning organisation for 
screen directors.

2015
Directors UK Board member and 
Founder and first Chair of DPRS Piers 
Haggard awarded an OBE in the 
New Years Honours for services to 
Film, TV and Theatre. 

2017
Directors UK celebrates  
25th anniversary with over 6,500 
members and 25 members of staff… 
and still growing!

2015
Renegotiation of the 4th UK Rights 
Agreement, resulting in a 4-year  
deal with a lump sum of £39.9m.
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10:30 – 12:00 Mountbatten
Opening Keynote: Roger Graef
The legendary documentary obs-doc director and producer talks about the power of visual storytelling, the 
resilience required to be in this industry and the changes he has seen over the course of his career in the way 
that programmes are made.

12:00 Westminster
Directing Live!
You are in prep on a greenlit low budget film,  
with eight weeks until you are due to shoot.  
What happens now and how do you work with 
your DoP, casting director and producer to get 
everything ready? During the session the chair  
will throw a series of obstacles into this scenario, 
which the panel, made up of a Director, Producer, 
Casting Director and DoP will have to adapt to 
and work with, in order to be able to make the 
film. The aim is to address the practical issues that 
many directors face in pre-production, and which  
need to be solved creatively with the rest of the  
key team.

Jennifer Handorf, Florian Hoffmeister, Kharmel 
Kochrane, Suri Krishnamma, Aisling Walsh. 

12:00 St James
Political Access Docs:
Navigating The Corridors  
Of Power
Where do you even start when it comes to  
getting access to the Oval Office? Or the Kremlin? 
This session looks at the work of Paul Mitchell and 
Norma Percy, the filmmaking team behind 100 Days 
in the White House. Navigating the corridors of 
power and documenting events with huge 
ramifications at the micro-level requires an 
unprecedented level of trust and compliance.  
How do you work within these restrictions to  
get the footage that will tell a story?

Alex Holmes, Paul Mitchell, Norma Percy.

13:00-14:00 Cambridge
Lunch Sponsored by ARRI

14:00-15:00 Westminster
What Was Directing Like In 1992?
This session commemorates the 25th anniversary of 
Directors UK, by looking back at what the film and 
TV landscape was like in 1992. The panel will talk 
about how film and TV was developed, shot, edited 
and delivered across drama and factual, film and 
live multi-camera. What can we do now that we 
couldn’t then? How has the impact of the digital 
revolution affected the way that we work as directors 
and is it always for the best?

Moira Armstrong, Piers Haggard, Geoff Posner, 
Tom Roberts.

14:00-15:00 St James
Dougal Shaw: Mobile Filming
Dougal Shaw is a BBC video journalist who now 
shoots exclusively with his mobile phone. In this 
seminar he discusses the perks and pitfalls of filming 
using mobile, what it enables you to capture, what 
the current technological limitations are and what  
his kit bag contains to enable him to shoot with  
a mobile. 

Dougal Shaw

Programme
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15:00-16:00 Westminster
Directing Actors:  
Getting That Performance
How do actors like to be directed on set?  
What works for them and, crucially, what doesn’t? 
In this session Burt Caesar talks to a panel of 
screen actors about their experiences of both 
good and bad direction and how a director  
can get the best performance from them under 
different circumstances.

Burt Caesar, Felicity Dean, Hugh  
Quarshie, Ellora Torchia.  
Supported by the Actors Centre.

19:00-onwards Cambridge
Evening Reception Sponsored by ARRI

22:00pm  
Festival Ends

15:00-16:00 St James
Embedded Directors:  
In The Story To Tell The Story
How do you think as a director, when you  
are in the programme as well as shooting it?  
How can you maintain your perspective in  
hostile environments? This session features three 
embedded directors from Mutiny, The Island and 
Exodus who will discuss their work and explain 
how you prepare to film on a ship, the wilds of 
Scotland or a desert island!

Ross Blair, Toral Dixit, Jane Handa, Zoe Hines.
Sponsored by ProAV

16:00-16:30 Cambridge
Tea/coffee break

16:30-17:30 Mountbatten
High End TV Drama Placements: What Can It Do For You?
In this session Syd Macartney and Samantha Harrie discuss their experience working together on  
Call The Midwife, as part of the Directors UK High End TV Drama Directors Career Development 
Programme funded by Creative Skillset HETV Council. 

Bill Anderson, Samantha Harrie, Syd Macartney. Supported by Creative Skillset

17:30-19:00 Mountbatten
Closing Keynote: Simon West
How do you get from being an assistant film editor at the BBC to directing the superbowl ad spots and some 
of the most iconic action films of the last 20 years – and what can you learn about the craft along the way? 
Simon West, director of films such as Con Air, The Expendables 2 and Lara Croft: Tomb Raider, talks with Mat 
Whitecross about his career and what it takes to be a director of these big-budget action films inside the 
studio system.

Simon West, Mat Whitecross

#DUKFest17 @Directors_UK



Jeremy Thomas promotes good mental health in an 
attempt to normalise the subject of mental illness and 
take the prejudice out of old perceptions. Here are  
some of his practical and helpful ways others can stay  
mentally healthy. 

 Sleep: Our brain and body needs time to 
reboot and restore themselves so give them a 
break and get some good sleep! Know when 
you are tired and do something about it. Avoid 
excessive caffeine. Switch off phones and 
computers at least an hour before bed.

 Relax: When you feel worried and 
overwhelmed, consciously make yourself relax. 
Practice deep breathing techniques – it works 
for Olympic archers so it can work for you too 
Try singing - whenever and wherever. Avoid 
self-medication with drugs or alcohol – they only 
accentuate the problems and provide a 
temporary anaesthetic.

 Share: Speak to someone you trust, share your 
thoughts and feelings – speaking to people in 
person is a way to stay sane.  If something is 
troubling you, write it down and share it, even 
with a pet! 

 Exercise: Taking exercise gets oxygen and 
endorphins into our brains and ward off 
depression and anxiety. Walk, run and jump…
cycle, swim for 20mins everyday. Physical activity 
is a great outlet for frustration. Take some time 
out to play!

 Give Thanks: Appreciate what you have, not  
what you don’t. Do something for someone else.  
Remind yourself daily of the good things that 
you do. Don’t make life a constant battleground 
– agree with someone.

 Control/Anger: It can be helpful to remember  
that anger is based on fear that one is losing 
control. Manage your time, have a routine, plan 
ahead and get organised. Attempt to do only 
three things, no more. Once you have done 
those, add another three to the list. If it is all  
a bit much and you are overwhelmed, don’t  
be afraid to say no.

Look out for details of Jeremy’s upcoming talk 
in the Autumn for Directors UK members, which 
can help make you aware of what could be 
going on with cast or crew when you get to set, 
as well as how you can maintain good mental 
health as a director. 
www.directors.uk.com/events

HOW TO  
STAY SANE  
IN AN INSANE 
BUSINESS
Top Tips for maintaining good mental health from Author,  
Award-winning TV Producer & Mental Health Campaigner, Jeremy Thomas.





Bill Anderson 

Bill has been directing television 
drama for over twenty years. Since 
2006 he has directed shows such  
as Lewis, George Gently, The Mill,  
Mr Selfridge and most recently has 

been working on the newest series of Dr Who.  
His earlier work included directing a number of 
acclaimed single dramas, including Sword of Honour, 
Last Rights and Dockers, which was nominated for a 
BAFTA and an RTS award. Guardians, which he also 
wrote, was nominated for the Prix Italia and an RTS. 
Before studying at the NFTS, Bill worked as a 
roustabout on Fulmar Alpha North Sea oil rig.  
He currently sits on the Directors UK Board as the 
Chair of TV Fiction committee.

Moira Armstrong

Moira is from Aberdeen and 
attended Edinburgh University and 
then spent a year in Perth with a 
repertory company. Moira joined the 
BBC in their big drive to train more 

staff for the start of BBC2. Trained in radio, she then 
transferred to TV drama, and was an assistant floor 
manager, she soon became the equivalent of a first 
assistant before gaining a place on the TV Director’s 
course. Her early work includes The Girls of Slender 
Means with Miriam Margolyes, Patricia Hodge and 
Freud with David Suchet. Moira’s Testament of Youth 
won the BAFTA Best Series in 1976. Moira’s other 
acclaimed credits include A Village Affair, Countess 
Alice, Dunroamin’ Rising and Abide with Me which 
earned the Critics Prize at Monte Carlo TV Festival.

Ross Blair

Ross is a multi-award winning series 
producer / director who has spent 
13 years making top rated shows for 
UK and USA networks, including two 
BAFTA winning series of The Great 

British Bake Off and The Island with Bear Grylls.  
His work ranges from factual entertainment to hard 
hitting obs-docs and reality programmes, which have 
received BAFTAs, a Rose D’OR, an RTS and a Press 
and Broadcasting Guild Award, as well as an  
Emmy nomination.

Burt Caesar

Burt is a director and actor of film 
and theatre, best known for his work 
in Skyfall, Doctors and Dominion: 
Prequel to the Exorcist. He is a 
former Associate Director of the 

Royal Court Theatre and has directed many 
productions and plays, including Waiting for 
Hannibal, Sidepockets, Cloud Nine, Trish Cooke’s 
Back Street Mammy, Eugene O’Neill’s All God’s 
Chillun Got Wings and Michele Celeste’s My Goat. 
His work covers television series drama and short 
films including Remembrance by Derek Walcott and 
Welcome Home Jacko by Mustapha Matura, as well 
as numerous episodes of the BBC One medical soap 
opera Doctors. Burt is also a directing instructor and 
supervisor at film schools in London and the USA. As 
an actor he has appeared in a wide range of film 
and television drama, across three decades.

Kharmel Cochrane

Kharmel is an award winning 
Casting Director. Her recent work 
includes Sundance favourites The 
Witch, by Robert Eggers, Lilting, 
starring Ben Whishaw, and The 

Goob by Guy Myhill which won a BIFA and Best Film 
at Dinard. Kharmel also worked on the popular 
feature films Nowhere Boy, The King’s Speech, 
Prometheus, Kick-Ass, Jane Eyre, Attack The Block, 
Game of Thrones, My Week With Marilyn, The Iron 
Lady and more. Kharmel also casts for commercials 
and music videos for renowned directors such as 
Daniel Wolfe, Frederick Bond and David Wilson  
and for corporate clients such as Mercedes, Agent 
Provocatuer and Nike.

Toral Dixit

Toral is an experienced shooting 
Producer Director and former 
journalist, working in factual and
observational documentary.  
She has worked on a variety of 

programmes and often in challenging or difficult 
environments, from remote locations to sensitive 
situations. In a 20 year career, Toral has seen the 
industry change, with the introduction of self-shooting 
directors and technological advances. While an 

Biographies
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experienced self-shooter, Toral has also worked  
with large teams and DOPs on ambitious primetime 
shows and has led large teams on location. Toral’s 
credits include Don’t Tell the Bride, Dispatches, Tribal 
Wives, Mammoth – Back from the Dead, Wife Swap, 
The Making of a Royal Wedding and The Return of 
the Clouded Leopards.

Felicity Dean

Felicity is a British actress, critically 
acclaimed for her work in film, 
television and theatre. Her career 
has seen her working with directors 
such as Joseph Losey, Hugh Hudson, 

Roger Michell, David Atwood and Mike Leigh.
Her feature films include The Prince and the Pauper, 
Revolution, Steaming, The Whistleblower, Hitler’s Son, 
Water, The Eye of The Widow, Success is the Best 
Revenge and The Wedding Video. Felicity’s TV  
work includes Play for Today for the BBC, Persuasion, 
The Last of The Blond Bombshells, Stuart: A Life 
Backwards and Who’s Who, Trial and Retribution, The 
Far Pavilions/ The Legend of King Arthur, Talk to Me 
as well as appearing in long running series such as 
Midsomer Murders, Doctors, Casualty, Peak Practice 
and Rosemary and Thyme. She has just finished 
playing Elizabeth I for a docu-drama series with 
Chris Holt.

Roger Graef

Roger Graef OBE is a filmmaker, 
writer and criminologist, originally 
from New York who moved to  
the UK in the 1960’s as a theatre 
director. He has since made  

over 150 films as a director, producer and executive 
producer. Roger is best known for gaining access  
to make observational films in normally closed 
institutions including police, courts, prisons, the  
UN, the EU, and government ministries as well as 
multinational corporations, local government, and 
social services. Roger has made over fifty films on 
criminal justice, but also a few comedies including 
five films with Monty Python including The Secret 
Policeman’s Ball and co-produced the first Comic 
Relief with Richard Curtis. Roger was the first 
documentary director to be awarded the BAFTA 
Fellowship. He is the founder and CEO of Films of 
Record and now runs Roger Graef Productions.

Piers Haggard

Piers started in the theatre, but his  
first job in film was on Michelangelo 
Antonioni’s Blow-Up (1966). His own 
first feature came in 1972, The Blood 
On Satan’s Claw, now a cult classic. 

Other features include The Quatermass Conclusion, 
Fu Manchu, Venom, A Summer Story and Conquest. 
In 1979 he won a BAFTA award for Pennies from 
Heaven. The 1980’s saw TV films in the US with stars 
such as Liza Minelli and Donald Sutherland. In the 
90’s his Eskimo Day was nominated for a  
Comedy Award. Piers has spent his whole career 
campaigning for directors’ rights. He founded the 
DGGB in 1982, he set up the DPRS in 1987, led the TV 
rights strike in 2000 and was instrumental in the 
creation of Directors UK in 2008. From 2010-2013 he 
was Chair of FERA, then in 2014 he launched Stage 
Directors UK, which is now partnering Equity in the 
2017-18 theatre negotiations. Piers is also active as 
Vice Chair of the new Directors Charitable 
Foundation. In 2016 he was awarded the OBE for 
services to film, television and theatre in the New  
Year Honours.

Jane Handa
Jane is a producer/director who  
has recently worked on Channel 4’s 
reality TV programme, Eden, which 
meant she had to live ‘off the grid’ 
for 365 days with 23 skilled 

participants. Jane also worked on the BBC 2 BAFTA 
winning observational documentary series This 
Farming Life, in Scotland, embedded in the everyday 
lives of five farming families following them through 
four seasons as they manage their harvest, livestock 
breeding, gathering, husbandry & sales, lambing & 
calving and more. Jane’s previous works also include 
12 Days of the Commonwealth, Countryside 999, 
Highland Emergency, Midwives and Britain By Bike. 
Jane’s corporate work includes working with global 
brands including BskyB, Royal Bank of Scotland, BP, 
Department for Work and Pensions, Miller Lager.

Jennifer Handorf 

Jennifer is an award winning film 
producer, and has produced 
numerous shorts including Ben 
Wheatley’s Precinct 13 and Pop Foul 
which won her a prestigious Student 

Academy Award.  Recently she has produced some 
of the best British genre movies, including The 
Borderlands, The Forgotten and The Devil’s Business.  



Her latest films include Alice Lowe’s Prevenge, Ben 
Parker’s The Chamber and Melissa Joan Hart’s The 
Watcher in the Woods, starring Anjelica Huston. In 
addition to her own projects, she has also consulted 
for several production companies and distributors, 
including Metrodome and HeadGear Films, and is 
currently in production on her slate of female driven 
genre films through her company Dark Matter.

Samantha Harrie

Samantha trained at the NFTS  
and her fiction graduation film Love 
Letters was nominated for a Royal 
Television Society, Student Television 
Award. After her award-winning short 

films Breathe and Copier, Sam made her TV debut on 
Channel 4 with single drama, Call it a Night, part of 
Coming Up 2013. In 2016, Sam was selected for the BBC 
New Directors Scheme and has since directed on BBC 
series Doctors. Alongside her TV career, Sam is also 
working on two feature projects: A sci-fi, black comedy, 
The Pod, with writer Melissa Iqbal and revenge-thriller 
Orchestra as a writer/director. In recent years Sam  
has been selected for Network EIFF, Guiding Lights  
and Microwave.

Zoe Hines

Zoe is a BAFTA award-winning 
Shooting Producer/Director, whose 
recent work includes prime-time 
series for Channel 4, Discovery and 
the BBC. Her extensive overseas 

record includes shoots in challenging remote 
environments, including Africa, South America and 
the Middle East, but she is equally passionate about 
filming closer to home; particularly in sensitive or 
delicate scenarios. As an embedded Producer/
Director on Series 3 of The Island with Bear Grylls, 
Zoe participated in the survival challenge alongside 
the contestants - and fellow panel member Ross Blair 
- whilst simultaneously filming and producing their 
stories. Zoe recently returned from a two week shoot 
in the Scottish Highlands.

Alex Holmes

Alex is a multi-award winning 
director, writer and producer. 
Formerly Creative Director of 
documentaries at the BBC, Alex now 
writes and directs drama including 

Emmy and BAFTA nominated House of Saddam, 

Channel 4’s Coalition, which won Best Single Drama 
at the 2016 RTS Awards and most recently the 
critically acclaimed revenge thriller Paula, developed 
by Cuba Pictures for BBC2 and starring Denise 
Gough. He remains committed to his passion for 
documentaries with a social and political edge and 
is a partner in New Black Films which specialises in 
feature documentaries; their current projects include 
Battle of the Sexes, and the forthcoming The Ice King 
about the first openly gay Olympian, skater John Curry.

Florian Hoffmeister

Having studied directing and 
cinematography at Berlin’s German 
Film and Television Academy, Florian 
quickly found his home in the British 
film industry after having worked 

with the late Antonia Bird. His work includes several 
television projects such as 5 Days, which was 
nominated for a Golden Globe, House of Saddam, 
which received a BAFTA Nomination Best 
Photography Fiction, AMC’s remake of The Prisoner 
which received an EMMY nominated for Best 
Cinematography Miniseries or Movie, as well as 
Terence Davies’ The Deep Blue Sea and A Quiet 
Passion. His directorial debut 3 Degrees Colder won 
the Silver Leopard for Best First Feature at the 2005 
Locarno International Film Festival. In 2012, Florian 
became the first cinematographer to win an EMMY, 
a BAFTA, as well as the prestigious ASC Award with 
the same program: his work on the TV mini-series 
Great Expectations.

Suri Krishnamma

Suri is an internationally recognised 
film and television director. He has 
directed seven feature films including 
Dark Tourist and A Man of No 
Importance, as well as multiple 

episodes of popular TV dramas and serials,  
such as Waking the Dead, Cold Blood and  
A Respectable Trade. Currently a director on 
Coronation Street, Suri has a number of projects in 
development, including two feature films, a feature 
documentary and a TV drama series. He studied 
Direction at the National Film and Television School 
and is a past President of the Jury for the Munich 
International Festival of Film schools. He is Professor 
of Film at Norwich University of the Arts and 
Honorary Fellow of the Arts University Bournemouth.
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Syd Macartney

Syd graduated from the 
National Film School as a Lighting 
Cameraman. Syd’s television credits 
include; several episodes of Call  
The Midwife, including it’s Christmas 

Special episode, The Syndicate, Last Tango in 
Halifax, Scott & Bailey, New Tricks, Hounded, The 
Good Housekeeping Guide, Pixel Face, Jane Hall,  
The Ambassador, Being April, Linda Green, Rock 
Rivals and Yellowthread Street.  His film credits also 
include, A Love Divided, The Whipping boy,  
The Bridge, The Canterville Ghost and The Young 
Indiana Jones Chronicles for Lucasfilm. His sense of 
humour remains intact, he likes to be liked and wants 
to direct until he is a very old man.

Paul Mitchell

Paul has produced and directed 
some of the most important current 
affairs documentaries in the last 
quarter century. Paul’s films have won 
the duPont Columbia Journalism 

Award, the Peabody, the Emmy, the BAFTA, the Royal 
Television Society Award, the New York Festival, and 
the Grierson awards. His most recent project was 
Inside Obama’s White House. He has produced films 
on subjects as diverse as the history of perestroika,  
The Second Russian Revolution, Putin: Russia & the  
West and How Putin Came to Power, The Iraq War, The 
Clintons: A Marriage of Power on the Clinton 
Presidency, frontline war reporting from Chechnya 
for PBS WideAngle: Greetings from Grozny and the 
Rory Peck winning Inside Chechnya. The Death of 
Yugoslavia is one of the BFI’s top 100 British television 
programmes of any genre ever to have been 
screened. His production company Wilton Films has 
been in continuous business for 20 years.

Norma Percy

New York-born Norma Percy has 
been series producer of all the 
Brook Lapping histories which 1995 
BBC policy statement called “a new 
genre” that retells momentous events 

from the recent past with meticulous objectivity and 
with the principal actors recording what happened.
In 2009, a Guardian leader called her documentaries 
“stand out... for the extraordinary range of people 
who appear... Every significant international story 
seems to have its Percy film.  2nd Russian Revolution 
followed the fall of the Soviet Union and Death of 

Yugoslavia traced the Balkan wars [followed by Fall  
of Milosevic]. The 50 Years War and Elusive Peace 
examined the Israeli-Arab conflict, Endgame in Ireland 
how a conflict was resolved.” Her series, including  
Inside Obama’s White House; Iran & the West; Putin 
Russia & the West, The Iraq War have received dozens 
awards including an Emmy, BAFTAs, RTS journalism 
awards, Peabodys, duPonts, Griersons; the Orwell 
prize and five personal awards including one this year 
from Broadcasting Press Guild.

Geoff Posner

Geoff is a British television producer 
and director, and has been involved 
with some of Britain’s most successful 
comedy shows since the early 1980s. 
Geoff joined the BBC as a Floor 

Assistant and set himself a target of directing before 
he hit 30. He progressed through the ranks of Stage 
Manager and Production Manager and was then sent 
on two courses: Film Direction (Single-Camera) and 
Studio Direction (Multi-Camera). He directed his first 
programme, the pilot of an all-woman sketch series 
called Revolting Women, which everyone seemed 
delighted with, awarding it a series. Geoff has since 
directed shows with Victoria Wood, Lenny Henry, 
French & Saunders, Paul Merton, Harry Enfield, Steve 
Coogan, Matt Lucas and David Walliams as well as 
C4’s Saturday Live, the Eurovision Song Contest, both 
Golden and Diamond Jubilee Concerts. He was on 
the Directing team for the Royal Wedding and Live 8, 
as well as a part of the Olympics Opening Ceremony.

Hugh Quarshie

Hugh is a veteran actor of stage  
& screen, having appeared in 
several productions at the Royal 
Shakespeare, the Royal National 
Theatre and the Deutsces 

Schauspielhaus, in Hamburg. His film credits include 
The Dogs of War, Highlander, La Chiesa, Star Wars - 
The Phantom Menace, To Walk With Lions, 
Conspiracy of Silence and Red Sparrow. His television 
credits include BBC Shakespeare Series, Drums 
Along Balmoral Drive, Medics, The Murder of 
Stephen Lawrence, White Heat and Star-crossed.  
He is best known for his long-running role as Ric 
Griffin in the award-winning BBC Continuing Drama 
Holby City, for which he has also directed.
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Tom Roberts

Tom Roberts is one of the leading 
documentary directors of his 
generation. He has won more than 
45 international awards and 
nominations, including an Emmy 

and a BAFTA. Some of his projects include Company 
of Soldiers, Inside the Mind of a Suicide Bomber, 
Staying Lost and feature film In Tranzit. His recent 
work includes writing and directing the feature 
documentary Every Last Child.

Dougal Shaw

Dougal is a senior video journalist  
at BBC News. He currently works in 
the Digital Current Affairs team,  
on strands like World Hacks and 
Trending. Prior to that he was the 

BBC’s video journalist for the Technology and 
Business teams. A new breed of news journalist, 
Dougal shoots, edits, produces and presents his  
own reports and has scored many viral hits for BBC 
News on social media. In the past 18 months he has 
pioneered the method of filming news reports on his 
smartphone. As well as being published online  
with these so called ‘mojo’ (mobile journalism) 
productions, his work has also run on national  
TV bulletins as well.

Ellora Torchia

Ellora has worked as an actress  
in multiple TV series and theatre 
productions since she graduated 
from RADA in 2014. Her most recent 
screen-acting work includes the 

latest series of Broadchurch and Beowulf: Return  
to the Shieldlands. Ellora’s previous television roles 
also include Sita in Channel 4’s Indian Summers as 
well as appearing in DCI Banks, The Suspicions of  
Mr Whicher: Beyond the Pale and Spooks. Ellora  
has been part of the cast of Martin Crimps’s play,  
The Treatment which ran at the Almeida Theatre 
earlier this year and also in Thomas Bidegain’s 
feature Les Cowboys. Ellora has also produced and 
directed the documentary I am... A collection of 
stories, world views, ideas threaded together by the 
female voice from various backgrounds and ages,  
all based in London.

Aisling Walsh

Aisling is a multi-award winning 
writer and director. A graduate  
of The National Film School in 
Beaconsfield and of The Dun 
Laoghaire School of Art in Dublin, 

Aisling has a degree in Fine Art Painting and 
Film-making. Her most recent feature film Maudie 
starring Sally Hawkins and Ethan Hawke had its 
world premiere at the Telluride Film Festival in 
September 2016, followed by its North American 
Premiere at the Toronto Film Festival. Aisling’s 
previous works include the multi award winning Song 
for a Raggy Boy starring Aidan Quinn which she 
wrote and directed in 2002, The Daisy Chain starring 
Samantha Morton which she made in 2007, and her 
debut award winning feature Joyriders which she 
wrote and directed in 1988. Aisling’s recent television 
credits include An Inspector Calls, A Poet in New 
York, Room at the Top, Loving Miss Hatto, Wallander 
and Fingersmith. Aisling has won three BAFTA 
awards as well as multiple international awards  
for her work in television.

Simon West

Simon joined BBC Film aged  
18 as an assistant film editor.  
After four years of working on 
numerous prestigious BBC dramas, 
documentaries and current affairs 

programs, he soon left to direct music videos and TV 
commercials. This led him to the US where several  
of his award winning “Superbowl Spots” caught the 
attention of the Hollywood Studios. West’s first film 
Con Air, starring Nicholas Cage was quickly followed 
by The General’s Daughter, starring John Travolta 
and Lara Croft: Tomb Raider, starring Angelina Jolie. 
He then went on to direct a dark and moody remake 
of The Mechanic, starring Jason Statham and Ben 
Foster, followed by his biggest box office success to 
date The Expendables 2. Simon recently completed 
Stratton with Dominic Cooper, which opens in the  
UK July this year. His next film Salty with Antonio 
Banderas is currently in post and will be released  
in the US in September.
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Mat Whitecross

Mat’s debut feature film The Road to 
Guantanamo, which he co-directed with 
Michael Winterbottom, won the Best 
Director Award at the Berlin Film Festival 
in 2006. Since then, Mat has gone on to 

direct music videos for various artists including Coldplay, 
The Rolling Stones, Take That and Jay-Z.  Mat’s previous 
projects include Spike Island, Ashes, The Shock Doctrine, 
Fleming, Moving to Mars, for which he won the 
prestigious Grierson Award for Best Documentary, and 
Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll, which received several BAFTA 
nominations. His recent projects include Vic & Bob’s Big 
Night Out for BBC; Zimbabwe Rock, a documentary 
about the country’s revolutionary music scene, as well as 
filming a Super Bowl spot for NBC, the Coldplay/Game 
of Thrones musical for Red Nose Day US, and working 
with Global Citizen. In 2016, Mat’s latest feature 
documentary Supersonic was released to critical acclaim. 
He is currently in pre-production for his next film The 
Man Who, a drama based on the life of Beatles 
manager Brian Epstein, and filming long-term with 
Coldplay on their A Head Full of Dreams tour.

About Creative Skillset
Creative Skillset works with the UK’s 
screen-based creative media industries  
to develop skills and talent from classroom  

to boardroom. Creative Skillset support high quality 
professional development across TV, film and related 
sectors – identifying skills needs, targeting skills investment, 
developing key skills and growing diverse talent networks. 
Through their industry partnerships Creative Skillset helps to 
improve productivity, creativity and employability across the 
UK’s screen-based creative media industries.   

About The Actors Centre
The Actors Centre is the UK’s leading 
organisation which supports actors throughout 
their professional careers. It offers a Central 

London venue, hub and the Tristan Bates Theatre, to 
network, share and create with other actors and industry 
professionals. The Actors Centre also offers continual 
professional development opportunities through an 
extensive programme of high calibre, diverse and 
challenging workshops and masterclasses led by 
distinguished practitioners and expert teachers.
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The Directors UK website hosts a wide range of articles and visual content  
to help inspire and keep members informed.

Discover our up and coming events, training schemes and opportunities,  
exclusive discounts and offers, as well as the latest news from the industry.

Connect with us on social media, online and through our weekly newsletters.



The Writers’ Guild of Great 
Britain is proud to be a 
member of the Filmmakers’ 
Alliance, alongside Directors 
UK and Pact.

The ‘locked box’ film deal is one example  
of how we are winning better terms for our 
members. Writers, directors and producers  
are now reaping the rewards of Lottery-funded 
BFI Film Fund features, and we look forward to 
working together once again.

Find out more and join online.  
www.writersguild.org.uk

SDUK is proud to continue working
alongside Directors UK, campaigning 
for the rights of Directors across the 
industry.

“A body where we can actually share 
wisdom, share experience, share  
injustices...make those injustices  
come to a stop...” Nick Hytner on  
SDUK

@StageDirectors

www.stagedirectorsuk.com

by directors, for directors



Join us for:
 Collective representation
 One to one support inc monies owed
 Legal services
 Quality training at low cost
 Public liability insurance & kit cover
 Career and networking events
 Tax and copyright advice
 And much more ....

BUILDING A BETTER 
WORKPLACE FOR STAFF 
AND FREELANCERS

Visit www.bectu.org.uk/welcome
Email: info@bectu.org.uk  @bectu   /bectuofficial
the media and entertainment union
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Congratulations to Directors UK!

You serve your members brilliantly, 
and your research and campaigns 
benefit the whole industry.
More power to you!

www.wftv.org.uk

SAA is proud to support  
The Directors’ Festival 2017.

SAA helps Directors UK have a voice  
in European legislation affecting 
directors & screenwriters.

European legislation to improve creators’ 
remuneration is on the table. Alongside the 
Federation of European Film Directors & the 
Federation of Screenwriters in Europe, SAA is 
pushing for changes that will help directors & 
screenwriters earn a fair living from their work.

Read more at  
www.saa-authors.eu | @saabrussels



The Directors UK Board  
would like to thank:

Our sponsors: ARRI, Creative Skillset,  
Kodak & Pro AV

Our industry partners: The Actors Centre, 
Albert Consortium, ALCS, BECTU, BFI,  
The British Museum, Directors Charitable 
Foundation, Jeremy Thomas, SAA, SDUK, 
Raising Films, WFTV & Writers’ Guild of Great 
Britain (WGGB)

The team at MBI

Adrian Hastings, Sophie Adams  
and the team at Premm Design

Kate Dinwoodie and her team at  
Televisual Media UK

Steven Mann, Charlotte Best and the staff at 
the Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre

The staff at Leith’s for catering & refreshments 
on the day

 
The Directors UK Distribution Team:
Selina Ali, Richard Anderson, Laura Bannister,
Sim Cammarota, Emily-Jane Curtin, Stephanie 
Davis, Jonathan Hart, Nikki Hopper, Sam Hoy, 
Eleanor Jest, Kate Parish and Sean Thomas

Ben Whitlock & Nicole Bandoo for IT support

Guy Gibbons, Financial Director & Andrea 
Marlowe, Financial Controller at Directors UK

Donna Thomas & Charlotte Brotherton  
for legal advice and support

Shadia Fakhoury for administrative support

The Directors UK Member Services, 
Campaigns and Communications Teams:  
Marc Abbs, Laura Adams, Tolu Akisanya,  
Ali Bailey, Abi Berry, Tendai Chitawuro, Andrea 
Corbett, Victoria Morris and Chris Young

The Directors’ Festival Steering Group

#DUKFest17 @Directors_UK


